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SERIOUS 


ConfiderationSy  &c. 


i  H  E  R  E  has  been  lately  a 
:  current  Report,  that  the  Eajl- 
:  India  Company  propofed  to 
•;  advance  this  Year  a  Million 
^i  of  Money  to  the  Govern- 
ment, at  a  low  Rate  of  Inte- 
reft,  in  Compenfation  of  which,  they  were 
to  obtain  an  Adl  of  Parliament  to  prevent 
the  Running  of  Tea. 

The  monftrous  Heighth  to  which  this 
illegal  Pradlice  was  grown,  and  the  Damage 
which  the  Public  fuftained  by  it,  very  ap- 
parently deferved  the  Attention  of  our  Mi- 
niilry.  But  when  the  Point  came  to  be  con- 
fidered,  they  faw,  that  if  the  Duty  on  Tea 
was  lower'd,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  Running 
it,  the  prefent  Revenue  mud  be  greatly  di- 
minilhed^  and  on  the  other  Hand  the  Com- 
A  a  pany 
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pany  found,  that  if  too  much  Regard  was 
had  to  fupporting  the  prefent  Revenue  ari- 
fing  from  this  Duty,  then  their  Expedations 
would  not  be  anfwer'd.  And  thus  thisPro- 
pofal  came  to  nothing. 

I  Mention  all  this  only  as  Matter  of 
public  Report  -,  whether  true  or  falfe,  I  will 
not  enquire,  tho'  I  think  it  very  probable, 
that  fomething  of  this  Nature  was  in  Agi- 
tation. 

However,  this  led  me  into  many  Re-  ^ 

fledions  upon  the  Running  of  other  Mer- 
chandifes  in  general,  as  well  as  Teas  in  par- 
ticular ;  the  great  Inconveniences  and  Hard- 
fliips  which'Trade  lies  under  from  extrava-  • 

gant  high  Duties,  the  Penalties  of  the  Law, 
the  many  Oaths  required  of  Merchants  at  ^ 

the  Cuftom>Houfe  5  and  thefe  Refledions  | 

put   me    upon   thinking   of  fome   Scheme,  S 

which  mJglrc  not  only  remedy  the  above- 
mentioned  Inconveniences,  but  bring  with 
it  likev/ife  other  conliderable  Advantages, 
v/hat  this  Scheme  is,  the  following  Sheets 
fhall  explain  more  at  large.  I  will  only  beg 
Leave  to  premife  in  a  few  Words,  that  as  I 
have  exprefled  my  Sentiments  very  freely, 
with  no  Defign  to  pleafe  or  difpleafe  a  Party, 
no  Expedation,  or  Defire  of  Reward,  or 
View  to  my  own  Intereft,  in  any  Refped: ; 
I  Ihall  hope  to  meet  with  a  candid  Recepti- 
on from  the  Public. 

A  Pro- 
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A  Project  of  fo  extenfive  a  Nature,  and 
of  fuch  Confequence  to  the  Public,  may 
probably  meet  with  many  Difficulties  in  the 
Execution,  which  I  have  neither  forefeen, 
nor  perhaps  am  capable  of  removing  ;  but 
I  fhall  efteem  myfelf  amply  rewarded  for 
my  prefent  Pains,  if  I  have  laid  a  Founda- 
tion for  the  Benefit  of  the  Kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, and  its  Trade  in  particular  ;  and  fliall 
leave  it  to  abler  Heads  and  Hands  to  raife 
the  Superflrudure,  and  grace  it  with  what 
Ornaments  they  pleafe.  [So  much  by  way 
of  Introducftion.] 

I  SHALL  begin  with  the  Article  of  run- 
ning Tea,  and  fliew  how  this  pernicious 
Pradice  may  be  ftopp'd,  to  the  Benefit  of 
the  Public,  the  Eaji-India  Company,  the 
Trader  in  that  Commodity,  and  the  Con- 
fumer  of  it. 

Since  the  Excife  Duty  of  45.  per  Pound 
on  Tea  was  laid,  it  brought  in  an  Average, 
^  I  am  informed,  130,000/.  a  Year  into 
the  Exchequer  ;  and  if  the  Confumption  was 
to  be  computed  from  that  Quantum,  it 
would  amount  to  no  more  than  650,000 
Pounds. 

But  the  real  Confumption  vaftly  exceeds 
this  Computation.  This  is  a  Truth  well 
known  to  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  that 
Trade.  However,  to  make  it  evident  be- 
yond 
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yond  all  Difpute,  I  fhall  relate  one  fingle 
Fadt. 

Some  Years  ago  the  Treafurer  of  the 
Eaji-India  Company  received  an  anonymous 
Letter  from  Holland^  which  he  delivered  to 
the  then  Directors,  by  which  it  was  intima- 
ted to  him,  that  the  Running  of  Tea,  was 
become  io  very  m.uch  in  Pradice,  that  the 
Writer  faid,  He  knew  one  Perfon  in  the 
Province  of  Zealand^  who  exported  yearly 
for  England^  by  way  of  Smuggling,  no  lefs 
than  half  a  Million  of  Pour.ds  3  and  that, 
if  the  Directors  would  enquire,  they  fhould 
find  it  to  he  fo :  Tho'  this  feemed  in- 
credible to  them,  yet  upon  Enquiry  they 
were  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  it  \  for  they 
were  informed,  that  fuch  a  Perfon  there  was 
in  that  Province,  who,  fome  few  Years  be^ 
fore,  had  been  but  a  common  Englijh  Sailor, 
was  now  married  there  to  a  Woman  who 
kept  a  China  Shop,  and  had  fo  well  manag- 
ed Affairs  by  his  Running  Trade  to  Englajidy 
that  he  was  in  as  creditable  a  Way,  as  any 
Merchant  whatfoever :  They  found  that  the 
Quantity  of  Tea,  which  he  was  fuppofed  to 
export  to  England^  had  not  been  at  all  mag- 
nified by  Report,  but,  as  they  believed,  was 
really  greater  than  had  been  reprefented  i 
That  he  had  four  Sloops  of  his  own,  which 
he  employed  in  that  Way  ;  and  that  he  had 
more  Guineas  and  other  Englijh  Specie  in  his 
Houfe,  than  they  believe  any  Banker  (the 

Bank 
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Bank  only  excepted)  in  all  Enghjid  befides ; 
and  that  he  conftantly  carried  on  that  Trade. 

The  Diredlors  acquainted  the  Minifter 
with  it,  who,  to  his  Sorrow,  could  not  pre- 
vent it.  This  I  do  not  fay  by  Way  of  Re- 
fledlion  upon  the  Minifter  ;  for  tho*  he  had 
nothing  elfe  to  mind,  and  had  been  never  fo 
careful  and  induftrious,  yet  he  could  not 
hinder  it,  or  put  a  Stop  to  it.  Some  Mer- 
chants will  venture  where  they  can  double, 
or  trible  their  Capital ;  and  all  the  Art  of 
Man  won't  be  able  to  hinder  them  :  What 
happened  many  Years  ago  in  Holland  plainly 
demonftrates  it. 

The  French  Ambaffador  complained  to 
the  Prince  of  Orange^  that  the  Merchants 
of  Af72jierdain,  contrary  to  Law,  had  fhip- 
ped  off  fome  Arms  for  Spain:  He,  as 
Stadtholder,  enquired  into  it,  and  then  told 
the  Ambaffador,  that  where  the  Profit  was 
fo  great,  the  Merchants  would  fetch  Arms 
out  of  Hell,  and  even  venture  to  burn  their 
Cloath;  and  that  with  all  his  Power  he 
could  not  prevent  it. 

That  the  Running  of  Tea,  therefore, 
is  a  common  Pradlice,  I  think,  cannot  be 
denied.  But  if,  after  all,  any  of  my  Read- 
ers fhould  doubt  it,  let  me  refer  him  to  the 
many  Seizures  which  we  fee  mentioned  in 
our  Daily  Papers  -,  and  let  him  confider  how 
many  People  are  employed,  what  Diforders 

are 
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are  produced  by  this  Smuggling  Trade; 
how  often  Wounds,  and  even  Murders  do 
eniue.  Therefore  every  Man,  w^ho  has  the 
Good  of  his  Country  at  Heart,  ought  to  be 
deiirous  of  putting  a  Stop  to  fuch  an  Evil. 

In  order  to  it,  I  humbly  propofe,  that 
the  Excife  Duty  of  45.  per  Pound  on  Tea, 
be  repealed;  and  that  inllead  of  it,  the  Du- 
ty may  be  raifed  upon  every  Family  in  Eng- 
land  v^hich  drinks  Tea,  the  Higheft  2 ox. 
and  tlie  Loweft  5  5.  a  Year,  to  be  taxed 
in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  Perfons  in 
each  Family ;  and  that  of  all  Public  Houfes 
which  fell  Tea  in  Liquor,  thofe  in  the  City 
of  Lo?2do?i  and  Wejlminfter  pay  5/.  a  Year, 
and  in  all  other  Places  in  England  40  Shillings. 

But  then  will  it  be  faid.  How  fhall  we 
know  what  Families  drink  Tea?  For  it 
would  be  hard  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  thofe  who 
do  not. 

To  this  I  reply  in  general,  that  no  Scheme 
can  be  thought  of,  from  which  an  univerfal 
Good  is  expelled,  but  what  will,  at  the  fame 
Time,  be  liable  to  fome  Difficulties.  How- 
ever, to  avoid  this  particular  Inconvenience 
mention'd  in  the  prefent  Scheme,  I  would 
propofe  that  every  Officer,  who  is  to  levy 
this  Tax,  fhould  have  printed  Forms  of  an 
Oath  given  him,  which  Oath  he  fliould  be 
empowered  by  Parliament  to  adminifter  to 
every  Head  of  a  Family,  who  fliall  declare 

he 


[9] 

he  does  not  drink  Tea.  And  if  fiich  Head 
of  a  Family  will  take  an  Oath  to  this  Pur- 
pofe,  '-jiz,    '  That  neither  he,  nor  any  of 

*  his  Houfhold,  have,  for  the  whole  Year 

*  paft,  to  the  beft  of  his  Knowledge,  drank 

*  Tea    diredlly    or    indiredlly,    within   his 

*  Houfe ,'  This  {hould  be  fufficient  to  ex- 
empt him  from  paying  the  Duty  charg'd 
upon  him.  But  then,  if  the  contrary  to 
what  he  fwears  can  be  clearly  proved  upon 
him,  a  very  fevere  Penalty,  fuch  as  th~^  Par- 
hament  might  think  proper,  Ihould  be  in- 
fliaed. 

If  this  Method  fhould  not  be  approved, 
I  fliould  hope  fome  other  might  be  thought 
"of,  more  fuited  to  the  Happinefs  and  Eafe 
of  my  Fellow- Sabjeds,  which  is  the  fole 
End  I  have  in  View. 

I  NOW  proceed  tofliew  the  Benefit,  which 
may  arife  from  this  way  of  collecfling  this 
Duty,  to  the  feveral  Branches  interefted 
therein. 

I.  It  will  immediately,  ipfofaBo,  hinder 
the  Running  of  any  Sorts  of  Tea ;  for  where 
no  Profit  is,  there  no  Running  will  be  -, 
which  muft  be  a  vaft  Advantage. 

II.  It  will  be  a  great  Relief  and  Quiet  to 
all  Dealers  in,  and  Sellers  of  Tea,  who  are 
now  liable  to  have  their  Warehoufcs  and 
Shops  fearched  and  vifited  by  any  of  the 
Excife-Officers,  who  take  it  into  their  Heads, 
under  Pretence  of  Information,  to  come  at 

B  Night, 
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Night,  or  any  other  unfeafoiiable  Time; 
when  their  real  Intention  is  rather  to  pick 
the  Pocket  of  the  Trader,  than  to  do  their 
own  Duty.  Befides,  the  Traders  muft  now 
keep  Books,  of  which  fome  are  fcarce  capa- 
ble. But  according  to  my  Scheme,  every 
Thing  of  this  Nature  would  be  entirely  avoid- 
ed; for,  as  there  could  be  no  Running, 
there  could  be  no  Sufpicion  of  their  having 
fuch  Goods  in  their  Houfes,  or  in  theic 
Shops. 

III.  The  Eajl'htdia  Company  would  be 
great  Gainers  thereby;  for  they  would  be 
the  fole  Venders  of  all  the  Tea  confumed  in 
Great  Britain^  which  is  computed  at  no  lefs 
than  1,500,000  Pound  a  Year,  and  what  a 
prodigious  Addition  this  would  make  to  their 
prefent  annual  Sale,  may  be  very  eafily  com- 
puted. 

IV.  All  the  Confumers  of  Tea  will  find 
their  Account  in  it.  For  as  the  Duty  now 
ftands,  and  the  advanced  Price,  which  the 
Tea-Sellers  raife  above  the  Duty,  may  well 
be  computed  to  amount,  upon  the  Ordinary, 
to  5^.  and  upon  the  better  Sort  of  Tea,  to  6  s. 
they  will  buy  it  for  fo  much  lefs;  for  one 
Pound  now  fold  at  9  5.  will  then  be  got  for  41. 
and  the  Shopkeeper  will  get  more  in  Pro- 
portion, for  he  needs  not  lay  out  fo  great  a 
Stock,  nor  give  his  Cullomers  fo  much  Cre- 
dit, as  when  the  Duty  was  upon  it:  By  this 
it  is  plain,  that  fuch  a  Family,  as  is  taxed 

at 


[.■1 

■at  5^.  a  "iear,  gains  whatever  it  confumes 
above  one  Pound ;  and  fo  the  Families 
liigher  taxed,  in  Proportion. 

Lastly.  As  to  the  Public,  who  have 
now  received,  by  a  Computation  in  an  Aver- 
^g^  130,000/.  a  Year,  it  is  my  Opinion, 
that  this  new  Method  will  vaftly  incrcale 
that  Sum, 

But  fuppofing  the  Matter  fliould  prove 
otherwile :  Suppofing  this  new  Method 
( contrary  to  all  reasonable  Expectation ) 
fliould  not,  for  feven  Years,  advance  the 
yearly  Sum  of  130,000/.  ftill  the  Public 
need  not  be  a  Loler :  For  in  this  Cafe  I 
would  propofc,  that  the  Raft -India  Compa- 
ny fhould  make  up  the  Deficiency  to  the 
Public:  And,  on  the  other  Hand,  if  the  new 
Method  propofed  fliould  be  found  to  an- 
fwer  more  than  the  Sum  of  130,000/.  then 
the  Benefit  would  be  entirely  to  the  Pub- 
lic. The  great  Increafe  of  the  Quantity 
of  Teas,  which  the  Company  would  by  this 
Means  annually  fell  at  their  Candle,  would 
Sufficiently  encourage  them  to  venture  an 
Engagement  to  the  Public,  to  fupply  nny 
Deficiency  which  might  arife.  Former  Di- 
redlors,  I  know,  would  very  willingly  have 
done  it  3  and  there  is  no  Reafon  to  think^^ 
that  the  prefent  Gentlemen  have  the  Com- 
pany's InterelT:  lefs  at  Heart,  or  would  fliew 
lefs  public  Spirit  than  their  Prcdcccflbrs. 

B  2,  Ado 
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Add  to  all  thefe  Advantages  already  mei> 
tioned  one  other  lliil,  which  mu  ft  plainly  accrue 
to  the  Public  (and  which  is  a  very  confider- 
able  one)  if  this  Scheme  Ihould  take  Place. 
There  would  need  no  additional  Officer,  but 
on  the  contrary  many  might  be  difmiiled, 
w^ho  are  now  employed  in  looking  out  to 
prevent  the  Running,  and  in  plaguing  the 
Dealers  in  Tea  by  various  Methods.  For 
this  Tax  will  be  eafily  coUefted  by  the  very 
People  that  colled:  the  Window-Tax. 

Having  done  w4th  the  Article  of  Tea, 
I  fliall  pafs  on  to  another,  much  more  ma- 
terial, and  of  a  much  more  general  Confe- 
quence.  Here  indeed,  I  find  myfelf  under 
the  greateft  Difficulties,  as  I  am  now  to  com- 
bat with  the  general  Prejudice  and  Opinioi:^ 
of  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
very  Mention  of  the  Word  will  at  once  be 
apt  to  ftartle  and  alarm  my  Readers ^  an4 
yet  I  hope  to  convince  thofe,  who  will  pleafe 
to  divefl  themfelves  of  all  preconceived  No- 
tions, and  judge  of  Things,  not  by  their 
Names,  but  by  their  Nature,  That  a  Gefte- 
ral  Excife^  odious  as  it  may  found,  is  not 
only  neceffary,  but  would  really  be  benefi- 
cial :  I  do  not  mean  fuch  an  Excifc  as  was 
intended,  or  prefumed  to  be  intended  by  a 
Bill  brought  into  Parliament  about  ten  Years 
ago,  for  this  I  always  look'd  upon  as  de- 
ftruftive  of  the  Good  of  the  Subjefl,  in  ma- 
ny 
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ny  eflential  Points,  and  therefore  was  as 
heartily  zealous  -againft  that  Bill,  as  it  then 
ftood,  as  any  Man  in  the  three  Kingdoms.  But 
a  General  Excife  in  another  Shape,  is  what  I 
am  now  an  Advocate  for  ;  and  I  take  upon 
me  to  fay  (with  an  Appeal  to  every  Mer- 
chant in  the  Nation  for  the  Truth  of  it)  that, 
without  fome  fach  Thing,  the  Trade  of 
Great  Britain  cannot  poffibly  flouri(h,  or  in- 
deed well  fubfiil,  under  fiich  heavy  Loads 
of  Duties,  as  the  feveral  Branches  are  at  pre- 
fent  charged  with ;  but  the  French^  the 
Dutch ^  and  all  other  Nations  muft  be  able 
to  run  away  with  it  from  us. 

Be  F  o  R  E  I  open  my  own  Scheme,  I  would 
bes:  Leave  to  obferve,  how  entirelv  it  differs 
from  that,  which  was  propofed  ten  Years 
ago.  At  that  Time,  indeed,  only  two  Com- 
modities were  mentioned,  namely,  Wine 
and  Tobacco.  But  People  naturally  appre- 
hended, that  if  the  Bill  had  pafTed  refpedt- 
ing  thefe,  every  other  Branch  of  Trade 
would  by  Degrees  have  been  brought  under 
the  like  Law.  This  it  was  which  made  the 
Oppofition  fo  ftrong,  fo  general,  and  at  the 
lame  Time,  fo  reafonable. 

As  much  and  as  well  as  I  pan  recollecfl 
from  what  was  then  faid  and  written  againft 
this  General  Excife,  (for  fo  we  muft  call  it) 
there  were  chiefly  three  Things  alledged. 
Firjl,  An  Increafe  of  the  Civil  Lift.  Second- 
ly^ A  moft  intolerable  and  vexatious  Search 

which 
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which  every  Man  would  be  fubjeft  to,  who 
dealt  in  excifeable  Commodities.  And  Third*, 
ly^  A  great  Increafe  of  Excife- Officers,  in 
that  Cafe  neceffary  to  hinder  Frauds. 

These  were  the  grand  Objections  againft 
that  Bill,  and  they  were  preffed  at  that  Time 
in  many  Pamphlets  with  fuch  Force  of  Rea- 
fon  and  Argument,  that  little  could  be  repli- 
ed. But  in  the  Scheme  which  I  fhall  lay 
down,  the  two  firil  of  thefe  Objedtions  can 
have  no  Place,  and  the  laft  will  be  abfolute- 
ly  reverfed. 

My  Propofal  in  fliort  is  this.  That  there 
be  but  one  fmgle  Excife  Duty  over  all  Great 
Britam,  and  that  upon  HOUSES.  As  for 
Englmid  alone,  exclufive  of  Scotland  and 
Ifales^  (to  which  I  referve  myfelf  to  fay 
fomething  hereafter)  the  Number  of  Houfes 
upon  the  ftrideft  Enquiry,  amounts  to  no 
kfs  than  1,200,0005  ^^^  according  to  the 
common  Computation,  every  Houfe  being 
reckoned  at  {tvQn  Perfons,  makes  in  all 
8,400,000  Souls. 

Now  confider  only  what  a  Number  of 
Things  muft  be  ufed  by  every  one  of  thefe, 
for  which  high  Duties  are  paid,  if  import- 
ed from  abroad,  or  high  Excifes,  if  of  our 
own  Produce  ;  and  confider  to  what  an  ad- 
ditional Price  the  Seller  of  every  Commodi- 
ty will  exad  from  the  Confumer  upon  the 

Score 


Score  of  Duty  and  Excile  :  Refledl  likewife 
upon  the  numerous  Articles  which  every 
Family  adually  pays  for,  fuch  as  Soap,  Can- 
dles, Windows,  (and  what  is  tlie  moil  con- 
fiderable  of  all)  Malt  and  Land :  And  then 
judge  if  I  am  miflaken  in  my  Calculati- 
on, when  I  fuppofe  that  every  one  of  the 
8,400,000  Perfons  above  computed,  pays  m 
an  Average  40  j,  a  Year,  without  being  a 
Penny  the  better  for  it,  either  as  to  Vicfluals 
or  Cloathing.  And  yet,  according  to  this 
Calculation,  16,800,000/.  will  in  Effect  be 
raifed  upon  the  Subjedl.* 

That 


•  I  have  been  toM  that  many  People  objedl  to  this  Calcu- 
lation, and  think  me  miflaken,  when  I  compute,  that  eA-ery 
Perfon  pays  in  the  Confumprion  40  j.  per  Ann.  towards  the 
feveral  Taxes,  and  by  Confequence  every  Family,  at  feven  in 
Number,  14/.  I  Ihall  therefore  only  fubjoin  a  Lift  of  fuch 
Things  as  are  either  charg'd  with  high  Duties  at  their  Impor- 
tation, or  high  Ex'cifes  at  home,  and  fuch  as  every  Family 
almofl  is  either  more  or  lefs  obliged  to  make  ufe  of;  and 
then  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  and  Decifion  of  every  confide- 
ring  Man,  whether  1  have  over-rated  this  Matter,  or  not. 
Velvets  and  all  foreign-wrought  Silks,  Lace,  Callicoes,  Muf- 
lins,  and  all  Foreign  Linnen,  all  Foreign  Wines,  Arrack, 
Rum,  Brandy;  all  Home-diftilled  Spirits,  Beer,  Ale,  Cyder, 
Mum,  Perry',  Sweet  Wines,  and  Vinegar ;  China- W^are, 
Wrought  Plate,  Wire,  Cards  and  Dice;  Hides,  Leather, 
Parchment,  \'ellom.  Paper,  Paftcboard,  Whale-fin,  and  Oil ; 
Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate,  Cinnamon,  Cloves,  Nutmegs, 
Mace,  Ginger,  Pepper  ;  all  Manner  of  Appothecaries  Drugs; 
Almonds,  Raifins,  Plumbs,  and  all  Sorts  of  Grocer)- Ware, 
Molofius,  Sugar,  Soap,  Candles,  SnufF,  Starch,  Tobacco,  Salt 
and  Hops.  Now,  1  fay,  when  we  take  a  View  of  this  formi- 
dable 
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That  the  moft  wealthy,  and  moft  fub- 
ftantial  Part  of  any  Nation  fhould  bear  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Bunhen,  is  certainly 
moft  reafonable,  but  as  feldom  put  in  Prac^ 
tice.  But  it  is  a  Confequence  of  the  Method 
I  propofe ;  and  thus  I  prove  it. 

I  WILL  fuppofe,  that  in  the  foregoing 
Computation  of  1,200,000  Houfes,  there 
maybe  100,000 at  feveralTimes  uninhabited; 
it  would  be  unreafonable  to  exped:  that  they 
fhould  pay  Duty,  whilft  they  remain  fuch. 

Next,  I  would  fix  upon  500,000  Houfes, 
which  we  may  fuppofe  inhabited  by  the  low- 
eft  and  pooreft  Sort  of  People  3  from  thefe  I 
would  expert  no  Duty,  that  thereby  their 
Labour  might,  become  fo  much  the  cheap- 
er, and  the  Goods,  which  are  the  Produce 
of  their.  Labour,  might,  by  this  Means,  be 
fold  at  as  low,  or  even  a  lov/er  Rate  than 
can  be  afforded  by  other  Nations ;  for  I  do 
not  know  any  Country  in  Europe^  where  the 
pooreft  do  not  pay  feme  Tax  or  other; 
whereas  by  this  prefent  Scheme,  thofe  of  this 
Kingdom  would  be  abfolutely  free. 

After 


dable  Lift,  and  confider  the  large  Quantities  of  lomc  of  thefe 
Things  which  are  ufed  and  conilimed  in  the  Families  of  Noble- 
men, Gentry,  Merchants,  Shopkeepers,  Farmers,  and  that 
jio  Familv  can  fubfirt,  however  mean,  without  the  Ufe  and 
Confumption  of  many  others  of  them  ;  I  believe  we  fhall  be 
tempted  to  think  tliat  I  have  rather  m.ade  my  Calculation  too 
low  when  J  place  it,  in  an  Average,  at  j[os.per  Ann.  each  Per- 
fon,  or  I  i^ I.  per  Ann,  each  Family,  triing  one  Family  with 
another. 


C  «7] 

After  this  Deduftion  of  Houfes,  there 
will  ftlH  remain  600,000,  which  are  to  pay 
the  whole  Duty;  not  including  Parochial 
Charges,  or  the  Poor's  Rate,  which  being 
Things  of  a  different  Nature,  beltftig  to 
every  Parifli  in  particular,  and  are  not  com- 
prehended in  the  General  Scheme,  but  are 
left  as  they  were. 

Let  us  fee  now,  whether  from  thefe 
600,000  Houfes  may  not  be  raifed  a  fuffici- 
ent  Revenue  to  anfwer  the  Ufes  of  the  Pub- 
lick.  But  before  we  enter  upon  this,  we 
muft  compute  a  little  what  the  Publick  reuUy 
wants.  I  would  be  underflood  to  make  this 
Computation  on  Suppofition,  that  Providence 
may  foon  be  pleafed  to  blefs  us  with  an  ho-? 
nourable  Peace,  that  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aufiria^  being  once  effedually  fettled, 
we  may  not  in  hafte  be  under  a  NeceQjty 
of  intermeddling  fo  much  again,  with  the 
Affairs  of  the  Continent,  and  be  driven  to 
find  out  Funds  for  fuch  immenfe  Sums  of 
Money,  as  have  lately  been  raifed,  and  (to 
the  great  Detriment  of  the  Nation)  partly 
fpent  Abroad. 

The  Queftion  therefore  is,  what  are  the 
Exigencies  of  the  State  in  Times  of  Peace. 


I.  His 
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f.     His  Majsrxy^s  Civil  Lift  a- 

moiiDting  tQ  -  -  -  -  -    /.  80000^ 
11.    Intereft  Money  to  Difcharge 
the  Pabiick  Debt,    ne^r, 

but  not  full 200000Q 

in.  Moaey  for  the  Current  Ser- 

. vice  of  the  Year  -  —  -  2200000 
In  all —  /.  5,000,000 
In  order  to  raife  this  Money,  I  would 
propofe  that  a  Duty  of  10/.  a  Year  (hould 
be  laid  upon  every  Houfe ;  which,  upon 
the  600,000  Houfes,  would  amount  to 
6,000,000/. 

That  I  do  not  mean  the  fame  Sum  of 
10/.  to  be  levied  upon  every  fmgle  individu- 
al Houfe,  I  prefume  every  Body  will  under- 
ftand  5  I  fuppofe  only,  that  fo  much  Money 
may  be  raifed  upon  the  Whole. 

There  will  be  a  Difficulty  in  fixing  the 
Proportion  for  each  Houfe,  but  this  Difficul- 
ty might  be  got  over  by  the  Government's 
procuring  an  Eftimate  of  the  refpecftive  Rent 
of  thefe  Houfes.  And  as  the  Inhabitants 
would,  by  this  Means,  be  dlfcharged  from 
paying  any  Duties  whatever,  but  fuch  as  are 
merely  Parochial,  they  would  have  no  Rea- 
fon  to  complai.i,  if  fuch  an  Eitimate  was 
made.  For  I  believe  they  would  find,  that 
there  would  be  a  confiderable  Saving  to  every 
Family,  by  paying  one  Duty  only,  in  lieu 
pf  the  many  vyhich  they  now  pay. 

The 
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The  Method  I  would  point  out  foi*  'cd- 
kding  this  D.ity  is,  th^t  every  Houlc  m 
England^  which  is  either  kt  for,  or  inhabi- 
ted bv  its  Owners,  worth  200  /.  a  Year,  or 
upwards-,  or  where  the  Inhabitant  is  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  a  real  Eftate  of  lacol.  a  Tear, 
or  more,  let  the  Houfe  he  livcdi  in  be 
great  or  fmall,  fhould  pay  igo/.  ;  and  that 
all  Houfes  may  be  ranged  in  their  fcveral 
Clafles,  the  loweft  at  5  /.  and  the  middle  ones 
in  Proportion,  with  the  Addition  of  real 
Eilates  annexed  to  them.  This  is,  in  gene- 
ral, my  Notion  of  laying  this  Du::y. 

Thus  6,000,000/.  might  be  eaiiiy  raifed; 
and  as  the  Government,  bv  the  above  Com- 
putation,  wants  only  5,000,000/.  there 
would  bean  Overplus  of  i, 000,000.  This 
1, 000, 000  therefore,  together  with  what 
may  hereafter  be  faved,  by  the  P^edudion  of 
Intereft  (which  I  have  likewife  in  my  pre- 
fent  View)  I  would  propofe  (liould  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Sinking  Fund,  towards  difcharg- 
ing  the  National  Debt :  And  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  Plenty  of  Money  would  foon  of  itfelf 
occafion  a  Reduction  of  Intereft,  without 
any  Force  or  Ccmpulnon. 

The  fame  Sinking  Fund  would  have  a 
very  confiderable  Addition,  if  the  Legilla- 
ture  fhould  think  fit  to  charge  all  the  Houfes 
in  IVa/es  and  Scothjid,  which  have  not  been 
yet  mentioned,  (after  the  fame  Deduction  of 
thofe  inhabited  by  the  Poor)  with  the  half 
C2  rf 
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of  what  thofe  in  England  pay ;  which  muft 
amount  to  a  confiderable  Sum  -,  for,  according 
to  the  beft  Account,  there  are  in  Scotla?id 
about  250,000  Houfes,  and  in  Wales  above 
150,000.  If  all  this  was  faithfully  laid  out 
in  clearing  the  Publick  Debt,  it  would  be 
furprizing  to  fee  how  much  it  would  be 
lefTen'din  the  (hort  Space  of  10  or  12  Years. 

If,  in  future  Times,  the  Publick  fhould 
want  to  raife  a  greater  Sum  for  the  Current 
Services  of  the  Year,  it  might  eafily  be  pro- 
cured by  adding,  for  every  Million  they  wan- 
ted, one  lixth  Part  upon  every  Houfe  ;  and 
fuch  an  Addition  would  be  raifed  within  the 
Year)  a  Thing  greatly  defireable  by  every 
Body;  and  the  Want  of  which  has  been  the 
Caufe  of  our  prefent  Debt. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  Subjedl,  I  think  it 
incumbent  upon  me  to  remove  one  Objec- 
tion, which  may  probably,  and  with  fome 
fhew  of  Reafon,  be  made,  viz,  that  by  thus 
fecuring  fix  Millions  to  be  annually  raifed  for 
any  determinate  Number  of  Years,  we  fhall 
make  it  unneceffary  to  have  a  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament every  Year;  and  fince  this  would  be 
apparently  detrimental  to  the  Subjedl,  as  it 
might  prevent  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  and 
tend  to  make  the  Crown  more  independent 
on  the  People,  than  is  confiftent  with  the 
Conftitution,  I  would  propofe  (in  order  to 
obviate  this  Inconvenience)  that  only  fix 
Pound  on  a  Houfe  fhould  be  fix'd,  to  be  cer- 
tainly 
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tainly  ralfed  every  Year,  and  the  remaining 
four  Pound  (hould  be  annually  granted  by 
Parliament,  for  anfvvering  the  Exigences  of 
the  Current  Year,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
Land  and  Malt  Tax  are  at  prefent  granted. 

And  now  give  me  leave  modeftly  to  hint 
what  I  would  have  the  Legillature  to  do  to- 
wards the  Furtherance  of  this  Scheme. 

I  WOULD  humbly  propofe,  tliat  the 
Parliam.ent  fliould,  firft  of  all,  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  Manner,  engage  itfelf,  that,  if  ever 
there  iliould  be  a  Deficiency  in  the  Duty  upon 
Houfes,  the  Intereil:  fliould,  previoufly  and 
before  any  thing  elfe,  be  faithfully  paid  to 
the  feveral  Proprietors  of  the  Public  Debts  j 
for  which  the  whole  Revenue  iliould  ftand 
engaged. 

Next  I  would  have  them  provide,  that 
all  Acts  of  Parliament  which  ever  p.iffd, 
and  laid  any  Duty  whatfoever ;  rll  Penal 
Laws  either  upon  Goods  im.ported,  or  Goods 
now  under  the  Burthen  of  Excife,  and  con- 
fequently  all  Forfeitures  to  be  levied  by  any 
of  the  laid  Ads,  fhould  be  repealed. 

The  only  Ad  which  I  would  have  re- 
main in  Force,  is,  that  moft  glorious  Bulwark 
of  our  Trade,  the  Ad  of  Navigation  ; 
and  even  here  I  would  have  a  fmall  Altera- 
tion made,  the  prefent  Pradice  being  a  Hard- 
fhip  on  the  Subjed,  by  which  many  an  in- 
nocent Perfon  has  fuffered  wrongfully.  I 
mean  in  relation  to  the  Claufe  by  which  Own- 
ers 
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ers  of  Ships  are  liable  to  Forfeiture  for  Crimes 
committed  by  Maflers  or  Sailors,  v/hich  they 
themfclves  know  nothing  of,  or  if  they  didj 
would  not  be  able  to  hinder.  This  is  the 
only  Alteration  which  I  think  requifite  ; 
for  fuppoSng  that  Claufe  to  be  left  out,  I 
look  upon  this  Ad:  as  the  bed  which  ever 
pafs'd  for  the  Benefit  of  Trade. 

If  the  Parliament  llould  approve  of  this 
Scheme,  and  pafs  fome  A6t  or  A6ls  to  thefe 
Purpofes )  let  us  examine  what  Benefit  would 
thereby  accrue  to  the  Nation  in  general,  and 
to  its  ineftimabie  Branch  of  Trade  in  par- 
ticular. 

As  to  the  firft,  many  of  the  loweft  Rank 
among  the  People  would  be  entirely  free 
from  paying  any  Duty  whatfoever  ;  and  all 
thofe,  who  would  be  obliged  once  a  Year  to 
pay  a  Tax  upon  their  Dwelling-Houfes, 
would  not  only  find  a  great  Eafe  by  paying 
but  one  fingle  Duty,  but  alfo  a  great  Profit, 
by  paying,  in  the  Whole,  much  lefs  than 
they  did  before. 

As  to  Trade,  all  Duties  being  abolifhed, 
it  would  entirely  prevent  all  Manner  of  Run- 
ning, and  hinder  the  Ruin  of  many  Thou- 
fands  of  poor  unhappy  Creatures,  which 
have  been,  or  are  ftill  employed  in  the  Smug- 
gling Trade;  and,  I  think,  there  were  once, 
at  the  fame  Time,  no  lefs  than  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  Thoufand  in  the  feveral  Goals  in  E?2g-' 
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land',  now  if  this  Scheme  fhould  take  Place, 
Ilhouldhope  for  their  Sakes,  that  the  Legif- 
lature  would  fliew  Mercy  to  thofe  now  in 
Goal  for  the  fame  Crime,  and  annex  an  A6t 
of  Grace  in  their  Favour. 

It  would  fet  the  Merchant  and  Shop- 
keeper free  from  a  Multitude  of  falfe  and 
vexatious,  or  frivolous  Informations,  which 
may  now  be  lodged  againft  them.  For,  if 
this  Scheme  takes  Place,  nobody  will  be  em- 
powered to  vilit  their  Dwellings,  Warehoufes 
and  Shops. 

And,  as  the  Duty  upon  Merchandife  im- 
ported from  abroad,  as  well  as  upon  our 
own  excifeable  Goods,  amounts,  in  an  Ave- 
rage, to  above  ^oper  Cent ;  it  would  enable 
the  Merchant  as  well  as  the  Shop  and  Ware- 
houfe-keeper  to  trade  v/ith  half  the  Stock, 
and  make  his  Profit  the  fame,  or  rather  in- 
creafe  it,  in  Proportion  to  the  leiler  Sum  for 
which  he  can  purchafe  the  fame  Commodity. 
This  would  create  a  greater  Plenty  of  Mo- 
ney, and  of  Confequence  greatly  help  to  re- 
duce the  National  Intereft. 

It  would  alfo  encourage  the  great  Mer- 
chants, when  they  buy  any  Goods  upon  Spe- 
culation, as  they  call  it,  to  keep  the  faid  Goods 
at  home,  and  employ  their  own  Warehoufes; 
whei-eas,  the  Cafe  now  flands,  they  are  in 
Prudence  obliged  to  fiiip  off  fuch  Goods,  as 
arc  entitled  to  a  Drav/back  of  30,  40,  and 

even 
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even  more  per  Cenf^  for  Holland^  or  other 
Places,  whereby  Dutch  Ships  are  not  only 
benefited,  but  v/e  pay  Commiffion,  Ware- 
houfe-Room,  and  other  incidental  Charges, 
which  our  own  People  might  put  in  their 
own  Pockets,  and  have  the  Goods  in  their 
own  Poffeffion. 

That  all  Prohibitions  are  in  general 
hurtful,  has  ever  been  my  Opinion,  and  I 
don't  queftion  but  moft  Merchants  fo  far 
agree  with  me  ;  tho'  there  may  be  Cafes, 
where  Neceffity  will  call  for  them. 

There  are,  at  prefent,  two  principal 
Prohibitions  in  Force,  one  againft  all  Eaji-- 
India  coloured  Goods,  and  wrought  Silks, 
the  other  againft  wearing  Eaji  India  Calli- 
coes  :  The  Firft  was  procur'd  by  that  great 
Statefman  the  Earl  ot  Hallifax,  when  Mr. 
Montague^  towards  the  latter  End  of  King 
Williams  Reign  ;  what  Good  this  has  done, 
I  leave  others  to  judge.  But  this  I  know, 
that  this  very  Nobleman  declared  to  a  Per- 
fon  of  Credit,  who  told  it  me,  that  in  all 
bis  Life-time,  he  had  never  done  any  thing, 
which  he  fo  fmcerely  repented  of;  but  it 
was  now  grown  fo  popular,  tho*  without 
Reafon,  among  the  Weavers,  and  others  of 
the  inferior  Sort,  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  attempt  to  repeal  it. 

The  Acffc  for  prohibiting  the  Wearing  of 
Callicoes  was  fo  lately  paft,  that  it  is  almoft 

fre(h 
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frefli  in  every  Body's  Memory  i  It  is  certain 
it  has  done  a  World  of  Harm  to  fome  of  the 
Manufadures  of  England,  and  particularly 
to  the  City  of  Norivich,  for  whole  Benefit 
it  was  chiefly  intended.  Of  this  I  am  fully 
convinced;  the  very  People  of  the  City  are 
nov^  fenfible  of  it  themfelves ;  and  one  of 
the  chief  Promoters  con fe fled  before  he  died, 
that  he  found  it  one  of  the  worfl:  Acfls  that 
ever  pafl^ed.  The  Reafon  is ;  the  Prohibi- 
tion of  Callicoes  here  at  Home^  made  them 
more  plenty  in  foreign  Markets,  where  there 
ufed  to  be  a  Demand  for  NoriDich  Stutfsj 
and  when  the  People  Abroad  found  that  they 
could  purchafe  Callicoes  (which  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  being  new  every  Time  they  were 
wafhed)  for  a  fmall  Matter  more  than  they 
could  procure  Norwich  Stuffs,  they  chole 
rather  to  get  into  the  Wear  of  this  cleaner 
and  neater  Apparel ;  and  thus  there  became 
little  or  no  Demand  for  our  Stufi^s  Abroad, 
and,  confequently  by  Degree  a  Decay  of  the 
Manufadture  at  Home. 

But  befides  the  Damage  which  it  did  to 
fome  of  the  Manufactures  in  this  Country, 
the  Revenue  lofl:  above  50,000  /.  a  Year  by 
it,  notwithftanding  which  it  fl:ill  ftands  unre- 
pealed. Therefore  the  Legiflature  ought  to  be. 
very  cautious  how  they  lay  a  Prohibition^ 
unlefs  there  appears  an  abfolute  Neceflity. 
D  Another 


[   26  ] 

Another  very  great  Advantage  v/hich 
this  Scheme  will  produce,  if  paffed  into  a 
Law,  and  which  is  of  a  much  more  ferious 
Nature,  is  the  preventing  a  Mukitude  of 
falfe  Oaths,  which  are  daily  made  at  the 
Culiom-Houfe  and  Excife  Office ;  for  Oaths 
are  fo  wonderfully  multiplied  by  the  Penal 
Laws,  and  withall  grown  fo  very  familiar, 
that  it  is  a  long  Time  ago  paffed  into  a  Pro- 
verb in  the  City  to  fay,  //  is  but  a  Cufiom- 
Hoiife  Oath :  In  fuch  a  flight  Manner  are 
they  taken  ;  and  how  many  are  proved  to  be 
falfe,   WeJiminfter-HaU  may  be  ft  tell. 

There  is  one  remarkable  Oath  which  is 
laid  upon  all  fuch  as  fliip  off  Goods,  where 
a  Drawback  is  to  be  received  -,  every  Expor- 
ter is  obliged  to  take  it,  when  his  Debenture 
is  made  out ;  and  it  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that 
no  Man  can  do  it  with  Truth ;  fo  that  when 
it  was  firft  required,  feveral  Merchants,  who 
had  Regard  to  what  they  were  to  fwear, 
remonftrated  againft  it,  tho*  without  Suc- 
cefs ;  the  Oath  was  to  be  crammed  down-, 
or  no  Drawback  to  be  had. 

This  Oath  in  Subffance  runs  thus;  You 
fw-ear  that  the  Goods  mentioned  in  this  De- 
benture, are  fliipped  off,  either  for  your  own 
Account,  or  by  Ccm.m.iffion  from  Abroad; 
and  that  they  are  not  landed,  or  intended  t() 
be  landed  in  any  Part  of  Great  Britain^  y<^ 
bavi?Tg  tkcDireBion  of  the  Voyage, 

On 
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On  thefe  laft  Words  lies  the  Ob'eclioii  s 
for  no  Merchant  has  the  Direction  of  the 
Voyage.  This  belon2:s  to  the  Owner?,  and 
the  Captain  of  the  Ship;  and  the  Peribii 
who  fhips  his  Goods  on  Board,  only  takes  a 
Bill  of  Loadings  and  cannot  poffibly  anfwer 
for  the  Captain,  if  he  will  iieer  to  another 
place,  befides  that  which  he  promifed  to  go 
to  :  Of  this  there  was  a  few  Years  ai^o  a  fa- 
mous  Trial,  by  w^ay  of  Information,  againft 
one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  Ci:y  of  Londofu 
This  Gentleman  had  fold  a  Parcel  of  To- 
bacco free  on  Board,  as  the  Callom  is;  and 
by  fo  doing  was  entitled  to  the  Drawback, 
and  confequently  obliged  to  take  this  Oath ; 
his  Tobacco  was  according  to  the  Bill  of 
Loading  configned  to  HolLmd -^  but  inilead 
of  that,  the  Captain  \vent  to  Ireland  ov  Scot- 
land^ and  there  run  his  Tobacco :  Ten  or 
twelve  Years  afer,  the  Alderman  was  at- 
tacked by  Way  of  Information  ;  and  tho'  the 
•Council  who  pleaded  againft  him  confeiTcd, 
that  there  appeared  no  Fraud  in  him,  nei- 
ther that  he  had  been  privy  to  the  altering 
of  the  Voyage,  yet  by  his  Oath  he  was  found 
guilty,  according  to  the  Letter  of  the  Law, 
and  condemned  in  the  Penal ty. 

If  we  ferioufly  then  coniider  the  Nature 

of  an  Oath,  that  it  is  a  folcmn  Appeal  to 

God  as  a.  Witnefs  of  our  Veracity,  to  God 

from  v.'iiole  Knowledge  nothing  is  hid,  to 

D  2  God 
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God  who  Is  the  Patron  and  Protedlor  of 
Truth,  nnd  the  Avenger  of  Falfliood,  what 
muft  we  think  our  Punifhment  will  be, 
when  we  invoke  him  thus  flightly  and  often 
jFalfcIv  ?  This  perhaps  may  be  cair.d  Preach^ 
ing,  and  fo  be  ridiculed :  But  I  am  not  a- 
fcaiii'd  to  fay,  that  I  firmly  believe,  the 
Almighty  will  never  permJt  the  falfe  Swearer 
to  go  unpunifhed  ;  and  therefore,  when  the 
Sin  of  Perjury  once  becomes  general,  I  have 
my  Fears,  that  He  may  look  upon  it  as  a 
National  Sin.  And  Jhall  not  God  be  avenged  on 
fuch  a  Nation  as  this  ? 

But  to  return  from  this  (hort  Digreflion ; 
let  us  now  obferve  the  feveral  Benefits  which 
this  new  Scheme  of  raifing  6,000,000  /.  a 
Year  affords ;  the  very  Manner  of  colle(5ling 
the  Duty  will  be  one  Advantage  -,  for  when 
each  Houfe  is  once  taxed,  what  Trouble  is 
it  to  pay  the  faid  yearly  Tax  ?  I  would  fix 
the  Quantum  on  a  Plate  of  Brafs,  as  they 
mark  Houfes  infured  againft  Fire,  and  there 
could  be  no  Difpute. 

For  this  Purpofe,  I  would  have  a  Re- 
ceiver-General in  each  County,  one  of  the 
moft  fubflantial  Inhabitants,  and  of  the  moll 
approved  Charadler,  who  could  give  good 
Security ;  and  in  order  to  procure  fuch  a  one, 
I  would  allow  him  for  himfelf,  and  his  Col- 
lectors, and  neceflary  Clerks  under  him,  a 
galary  of  no  lefs  than  Four  per  Cent,  out  of 

all 
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all  the  Money  he  fhould  receive,  and  return 
into  the  Exchequer.  This  would  be  (o  no- 
ble and  generous  a  Payment,  that  it  could 
not  fail  of  being  defired  by  the  beft  Man  in 
each  County.  The  Charges  upon  the  whole 
Revenue,  by  that  Means,  would  be  240,000/. 
which  is  now  computed  at  above  One  Mil- 
lion. Whether  this  faving,  and  turning  out, 
or  rendering  ufelefs  fuch  a  Number  of  Oi5- 
cers,  as  are  now  employed,  will  promote  or 
difcourage  this  Scheme,  Time  will  fhew } 
but  I  hope,  that  when  his  Majefly,  the  Mi- 
niftry,  and  Parliament,  will  pleafe  to  confi- 
der  the  vaft  Debts  already  contraded,  the 
great  Sums  which  are  now  yearly  wanted, 
the  high  Duties  which  Merchants  and  Tra- 
ders lie  under ;  they  will  poftpone  all  other 
political  Confiderations,  and  have  an  Eye  to 
the  true  Intereft  of  the  Nation  in  general, 
and  of  its  Trade,  from  which  all  Benefit 
muft  arife,  in  particular. 

In  the  lafl  Place,  iince  I  would  willingly 
calculate  my  Scheme  for  the  Good  of  the 
whole  Community,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
not  to  the  Prejudice  of  any  individual  Mem- 
ber, if  it  could  be  avoided  ;  I  would  be  ve- 
ry willing  that  the  Parliament  fhould  conii- 
der  all  thofe  who,  by  this  Scheme,  would 
lofe  their  prefent  Employment.  Let  their 
Salary  be  continued  to  them  upon  the  fame 
Foot  they  have  it  now,    or   during   their 

Livcs^ 
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Lives,  and  this  perhaps  would  induce  them 
to  look  with  a  favourable  Eye  on  our  De- 
fign. 

That  fomething  like  a  Scheme  of  this 
Nature  is  expedient,  or  rather  abfolutely  ne- 
ceiTary,  I  am  more  convinced  than  I  care  to 
exprefs  ;  for  1  would  not  willingly  give  a 
Handle  to  our  Enemies  to  entertain  a  mean 
Opinion  of  us.  I  know  we  are  a  rich  and 
wealthy  Nation,  and  have  great  Refources  ; 
but  confider  what  the  Sacred  Hiftory  reports 
of  the  Riches  of  Solomon  :  His  Treafure  was 
immenfe,  fuch  as  enabled  him  to  build  a 
Temple  at  Jeriifalem,  (according  to  the 
Computation  of  learned  Men)  of  almoft  in- 
credible Value.  Yet  his  Riches  have  long 
fmce  vaniflied,  the  Place  where  the  Temple 
flood,  and  even  Jerufalem  itfelf,  that  con- 
tained it,  is  fcarcely  now  to  be  found.  God 
forbid  that  this  fliould  ever  chance  to  be  our 
Cafe,  by  going  beyond  our  Strength. 

Recollect  now  into  one  ihort  View, 
the  feveral  Conveniences  attending  this  new 
Scheme,  in  its  whole  Extent. 

Consider,  Firft,  the  Evils  it  aims  to 
prevent,  fuch  as  Frauds  and  Collufions,  in 
running  of  Goods  ;  vexatious  fearching  of 
Shops  and  Ware^Houfes  -,  a  numerous  Band 
of  Officers,  who  are  a  great  Charge  and 
Burthen  upon  the  Public  -,  frequent  frivolous 
and  vexatious  Law-Suits  ^    and  above  all, 

Equi- 
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Equivocations  with   Oaths,    or   downright 
Perjuries. 

Observe,  Secondly,  the  pofitive  a6lual 
Advantage  it  will  bring  -,  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company ;  to  the  Merchant  -,  to  the  Con- 
fumcr  of  Goods  of  all  Sorts  ;  to  the  Public 
Funds  5  and  in  fhort,  to  the  Nation  in  ge- 
neral, as  well  as  to  the  moft  ufeful  (tho'  at 
prcfent  moft  unhappy  and  moft  burthen'd 
Part  of  it)  the  Poor. 

Add  to  this,  that  it  would  be  a  Means 
of  making  Great- Britain,  what  is  call'd  in 
the  Mercarttile  Stile,  a  Free^Port^  (a  Cir- 
cumftance  very  defirable  by  every  Well- 
wifher  to  this  Country)  and  then  fee  whether 
it  does  not  defcrve  the  Care  of  every  worthy 
Patriot,  to  make  fuch  a  Scheme  (if  it  can 
be)  feafible  and  pradicable. 

I  HAVE  faid,  at  the  Beginning,  that  I  do 
not  pretend  to  have  advanc'd  this  Scheme  as 
one  that  will  be  attended  with  no  Difficul- 
ties, or  liable  to  no'  Objedions.  I  fee  very 
clearly  that  there  muft  be  fome  Regulations 
upon  fome  certain  Species  of  Goods,  which 
may  be  imported  from  Abroad,  and  would 
interfere  with  ourpwnManufadures ;  as  well 
as  upon  others,  where  Regard  muft  be  had 
to  Treaties.  But  I  am  perfuaded,  when  thefe 
Regulations  come  to  ht  made,  if  Merchants 
adtually  in  Trade  were  confulted  upon  them, 
and  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  would  be 

pleafed 


pleafed  to  interpofe  its  Afliflancc,  and  take 
into  Confideration,  what  are  the  properefl 
and  moft  efFed:ual  Methods  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  Trade,  and  Navigation  :  I  fay, 
with  this  Concurrence,  I  am  perfuaded 
fome  of  thefe  Hints  might  be  improved  into 
a  Scheme,  which  might  make  this  Kingdom 
profper  and  flourifh :  I  (hall,  for  my  own 
Part,  rejoice  to  have  contributed  my  Mite, 
and  happy  (liould  I  think  myfelf,  if,  in  Con- 
fequence  of  fuch  a  Scheme,  it  might  be  faid 
of  us,  as  it  was  in  ancient  Time  of  Tyre, 

That  their  Mercrants  t^re 
Princes,  and  their  Traffickers 
ITHE  Honourable  of  the  Earth, 
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